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Dear All,
The fact is that our societies are mainly interested in specific skills. We can observe
that this point of view is privileged at all the different steps of teaching. It can be justified
by the fact that mankind has to rapidly react to any event capable of creating disorder and
destabilisation - and harsh competition tends to create such events.
Thus, any kind of project directed towards the development of local know-how is examined favourably.
But cultural projects, based on multidisciplinary knowledge, and contributing to the
formation of the mind and of judgement cannot be so successful. This is all the more true
because decision-makers, usually interested in know-how, are often persons working in a
hurry, overloaded, and do not examine in depth the content of these projects. Sometimes,
their overly rational or juridical sensitivity does not allow them to grasp the profit that
new projects can bring to society.
There are different manners to use the alliance of math and art for the benefit of the
audience. From my point of view, even a very few lectures can give the opportunity to
learn some basic mathematical concepts, notions and facts, some of them having a meaning overpassing the simple mathematical frame.
Our Greek colleagues sent me the address of a website underlied by a different philosophy (http ://britton.disted.camosun.bc.ca/jbpolyhedra.htm). It is the most wide-spread,
and closest to the know-how point of view, and might require more time. You are led to
follow some rules in order to construct coloured standard mathematical objects, without
really knowing the mathematics behind, but you will become more adept of computers, and
perhaps even display artistic gifts.
It would be nice to combine the two points of view. That may happen here and there.
People gifted in math and art would benefit from such training.
It would also be useful if some people could collect and make an analysis of all the
pedagogical realizations which are undertaken in that area.
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Art has many facets. Drawings and paintings have allowed the expression of our feelings with respect to various features of our society : expression of power, fear, religious
feelings, and feelings of absurdity. Our modern societies have been developping a specific
art of mockery and criticism, for example the caricatures of the famous cartoonist Honoré
Daumier http ://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honor%C3%A9D aumier. A few mathematicians
are gifted enough to create traditional cartoons. Introducing knots and tilings, Roy Lisker
(http ://www.fermentmagazine.org) shows that he is also a mathematician.
Enjoy !
Claude
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