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Dear All,
1) The program of the Cagliari Conference is on line :
http: // www. math-art. eu/ Cagliari2013. php
2) In Cagliari, we shall have our annual general meeting. Please send your suggestions,
your wishes, and your proxy to any ESMA member who will attend the Cagliari Conference : you will find their name on http: // www. math-art. eu/ Cagliari2013. php .
Ask our webmaster Richard Denner if you do not have their e-mail addresses.
The main subjects of the meeting will be : financial and activities reports (architecture, exhibits, lectures, other meetings), developments and projects along these activities,
renewal of the ESMA board. Please send a few lines if you wish to enter the ESMA board.
3) This part of the letter is devoted to financial questions.
First a few examples :
- Case 1 : You are an American citizen who wants to be an ESMA member. Marvellous.
The standard dues are 30 e. You decide to send a $ 40 check.
Given the exchange rate, ESMA should get 30.47 e, thanks to the donor.
But indeed there are a few costs. It is a very painful job to receive the check, and to
practice the change. These functions have to be rewarded in the following manner :
- cost of cashing 14 e !
- exchange commission 7.50 e
And do not forget to add some claimed cost : 1.50 e
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The final result is that the Bank should thank the generous donor, given the nice equation :

Bank + ESMA = Donor
23 + 7.47 = 30.47
- Case 2 : You are a European citizen who wants to be an ESMA member. Lovely. As a
citizen of the European Union, you can use your credit card.
Accordingly http: // www. math-art. eu/ adhesion. php , you can use https: // www.
apayer. fr/ esma . Each payment is charged a 5% commission, so that ESMA receives
28.50 e. But besides, ESMA has to pay for the use of that system : for the moment, 21.02
e/term., or 84.08 e per year.
- Case 3 : You send a check or give the money to the treasurer or to his assistant. No
cost : ESMA gets the exact amount of the dues.
I suppose you will agree with this conclusion :
a) Since our subscriber list is not very long, it would be better for us to practice the
direct payment system.
Thus, if you are a European citizen, please send a check to ESMA, C/˚ IHP, 11, rue
Pierre et Marie Curie, 75231 Paris Cedex 05, or give the money to the treasurer or his
assistant.
b) If you are not a European citizen, please express your interest in ESMA by mail in
order to become a potential ESMA member. If you come to Europe, give the dues to a
European ESMA member who will transfer them to ESMA. You will then become a full
ESMA member.
For the moment, ESMA receives no regular funds from any institution. Each passed
specific activity was mainly supported by the institution for which this activity was set up.
Remember that ESMA, involved in the presentation of the works of Math-Art artists and
mathematicians, partially involved in the initiation and diffusion of mathematics through
works of art, is neither a commercial nor governmental institution. It is intellectually and
morally supported by the mathematical community and artists interested in the rich scope
of mathematical shapes.
4) The general financial difficuties encountered by most of the few and dispersed people
involved in math and art prevents them from attending the various meetings organized here
and there concerning mathematics and more generally science and art. In Europe, we encounter additional obstacles due to the diversity of local idioms, and to the innermost
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depths of individualism and ancient nationalism which may yet linger in some minds.
They may lead to the development of positive local initiatives like those which appeared
in Hungary or in Belgium. It would be wise to think of a better coordination of all these
attempts in developing math and art activities. Time and necessity should lead to a more
powerful institution.

Best wishes,
Claude
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